Dear godparents,
Dear friends and supporters of the Omaruru Children’s Haven,
If the weather prognosis for Christmas in Western Europe with expected temperatures between five and ten degrees centigrade
scares you than you can feel relieved. This is still far away from what we are experiencing every year in Omaruru. Our weather
prognosis for Christmas Eve is temperatures of up to 35 degrees and we can only hope to see snow on Christmas postcards. Which
is also the main reason why during the festive season scores of Namibians flock to the coast, because there the temperatures are at
least tolerable. The Omaruru Children’s Haven’s Christmas differs significantly from what the media tells us a Christmas should look
like – as indicated also by our little Christmas bush in the dining hall.
Currently the Omaruru Children’s Haven is very quiet. Due to our close cooperation with Omaruru’s social worker and our
children’s families we were able to have the majority of our fosterlings spend Christmas with their grandparents, aunts and uncles,
and in a few exceptional cases even with their biological parents. Spending Christmas with their family, something that sounds so
normal, so ordinary for most of us, is the greatest gift we are able to make to some of our kids. And we are very proud and happy
that we could make this gift to a significant number of them, because even the best orphanage home will never be able to fully
substitute a loving, caring family. Therefore, it is our most noble duty to reintegrate the children into their biological families,
wherever it is possible without putting them in harm’s way. Here, like in many facets of our work, we are taking the SOS Children’s
Villages as an example, which have a very refined concept for the reintegration of children.
After having reintegrated two brothers into their family at the end of 2012, we were able to reintegrate two more children into
their respective families this year. Of course the main priority here is to evaluate whether the physical and mental well-being of the
child in question will not be endangered by reintegrating them and whether the family (with support measures by the Omaruru
Children’s Haven if necessary) will be able to take proper care of the child. We are very happy about the positive experiences we’ve
been able to make in the last two years in the areas of reintegration and after-care support. Both brothers, who were reintegrated
in 2012, are currently in the Omaruru Children’s Haven to spend Christmas with “their housemothers”. The older one of the two is
the first former Omaruru Children’s Haven fosterling, who managed to enter an institution of tertiary education. The younger one
will visit grade twelve next year and upon successful completion thereof receive his university entrance qualification – this would
also be a first in the Omaruru Children’s Haven’s history.
Furthermore, we are very lucky that this year only one of our primary school learners has to repeat a grade, even though we know
that this is partially due to the fact that several kids will be enrolled in special education next year. On the other hand, however, we
are very happy that due to the close cooperation with the principal of Omaruru Primary School and due to the hard and dedicated
work of the special education teacher, Ms. Sonia Visser, it will be possible to re-enroll our first special education learner into
regular classes in January after only one year of attending special classes.
To achieve such progress a team is required, that is fully committed, that is in it with sense and sensibility. I would like to take this
opportunity to specifically thank our five hard-working and dedicated housemothers Gerhardine, Otilie, Lena, Appolonia, and
Penelao. Without their sacrifices, their willingness to learn and without their love and compassion we would never be able to make
such tremendous progress in the quality of care we are able to provide. Take nothing away from Nelson Mandela or Sam Nujoma,
but for me, those women are the true heroes of Africa. Mothers we thank you! Kai aios! Baaie dankie! Tangi unene!
For almost three years I have been working together with my co-manager Lazarus in the management of the Omaruru Children’s
Haven and at the beginning we often had to struggle with heavily traumatized children, who became aggressive against themselves
and others on a regular basis. After having completely revamped our educational concept and working in depth with the children,
housemothers and our psychologist, Ms. Perstling, nowadays I occasionally sit together with one of the housemothers in the yard,
we look back and say things like: „Do you remember child XY three years ago? Now look how he/she is faring today!“
The entire team of the Omaruru Children’s Haven is aware that without the amazing support from our friends all over the world we
would be much farther away from our goal to achieve the best-possible care for our children. But we also know that we still have a
long way to go and we truly hope that you, dear godparents, dear friends and supporters, will continue to walk this way with us.

