Dear godparents,
dear friends and supporters of the Omaruru Children’s Haven,
I am very happy that you continue to be interested in our little orphanage home and follow the developments in the Omaruru
Children’s Haven through our newsletter. If this is the first newsletter that you are reading, then allow me to welcome you into
the continuously growing family of our supporters.
As you probably already know we have two focus areas in our work - Health and Education. Having made significant progress in
the professional and comprehensive medical care of our fosterlings in the past two years and having extensively reported about
it (co-operation with a children’s psychologist, speech and occupational therapy in Windhoek, visits from dentists and
dermatologists at the Omaruru Children’s Haven, et cetera), we are very proud that we can share two major achievements in
the area of education with you today.
It is our professed aim to have all our children continue on to tertiary education. With a country-wide unemployment rate of
54% (unofficial statistic of the SWAPO Youth League) and a significant shortage of skilled laborers (the unemployment rate for
people with successfully completed vocational training or university degree is below 2%), this is the only possibility to establish
the preconditions for a successful, independent future.
At the beginning of 2014 one of our fosterlings approached us asking for assistance to apply for the Farm Management course at
the Agricultural Training Centre Krumhuk. We therefore organized coaching on creating an application in co-operation with a
psychologist and the principal of the Omaruru Primary School in order to adequately prepare the young man for his entrance
examination and interview. One month ago he started studying in a two-year vocational training program on a farm twenty
kilometers out of Windhoek. By doing so, he became the first-ever Omaruru Children’s Haven fosterling to successfully enter an
institution of tertiary education. The entire Haven family is very proud of him and we hope that in the coming two years three
more young adults will follow in his footsteps.
If you are interested in learning more about the Agricultural Training Centre Krumhuk, you can find more information on their
homepage www.atckrumhuk.org.
For a number of years the Omaruru Children’s Haven has very actively been supported by the Rotary Club Segeberg, Germany.
This week another container with in-kind donations from Germany collected for us by the Segeberg people arrived in Omaruru.
In addition to toys, clothes, furniture, little presents for children and housemothers and even a Volkswagen bus (donated by the
Forestry Organization of the German Federal State of Schleswig-Holstein) we also received 45 used desktop computers. As you
can see, it is not an understatement, when I say, that without our Rotarian friends we would not be able to work so effectively.
In co-operation with two strong partners, the SOS Children’s Villages of Namibia and Omaruru Primary School, which is also
being attended by seven of our children, we will establish four computer labs, thereby granting access to computer literacy
programs to more than one thousand (!) learners. Computers are not yet as wide-spread in Namibia as in Western Europe,
therefore, if you are visiting a government office today, it is still possible that the clerk attending to your inquiries will open a
big, hand-written ledger instead of looking up the required information on a computer screen. Here in Southern Africa, similar to
the rest of the world, computerization is continuously advancing and the children that do not learn the basics of computer
literacy today, will be left behind by society ten years from now.

